
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 - 6:30 PM 

St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish Hall 
 

Attendees: Gabrielle Andrea, Father James Belogi, Terri Bouchard, Christine Cioffi, 
Justine Crevetas, Bob Dicostanzo, Deborah Fontes, Arthur Foo, Richard Leet, Fran 
Mitchell, Nancy Moscheo, Rev. Anthony Onu, Julius Pasquariello, Thomas Poznanski, 
Kathleen Riordan, Joanne Russell, Alyssa Sarrosa, Kelly Sloan, Joanne Tuchovsky, 
Christopher Wertman, Alessio Fasullo 

Excused: Joan Duda, Betsy Glasser, Teshia Gutchell, Anna Hartz, Gloria Towle-Hilt 

Unexcused:  

Fran Mitchell presided over the meeting which began at 6:34 pm. 

Welcome - Fran Mitchell 

Opening Prayer- Read by Julius Pasquariello and all. 

Welcome Alessio (Seminarian Intern).  

1.) Review of January meeting minutes 

●​ Two notes wrongly placed under Prayer and Worship – SGA were moved to the 
correct placement under the notes for December Christian Service Reports.  

●​ Teshia Gutchell’s name was added to the December Christian Service Reports 
section for credit on reporting.  

●​ Footnote was made at the end of the January meeting minutes to express final and 
approved minutes.  

●​ Motion to approve minutes by Rich Leet seconded by Joanne Russell. 

2.) Ministry Updates 

SMS School - Kelly **Attachment 1** 

●​ Total enrollment is currently 184 students, an increase of 6 students compared to 
last year's total.  

●​ The Kindergarten class is currently full with 24 students enrolled.  
●​ On January 26th, 45 families were present at the open house, many of whom had 

been on a waiting list since their child was born.  
●​ Tom Tegiacchi has trained and retained 11 altar servers who confidently serve at 

school masses.  
●​ Higher Powered Learning Grant from the Diocesan School Board has led to the 

“Do the Rot Thing” sustainability initiative.  
●​ A generous donor has outfitted 2nd and 3rd grade classrooms with white board 

desks. All classrooms in grades 2-5 now have white board desks. 



●​ Science Fair is returning this year.  
●​ Catholic Schools Week showcased special guest visits from DJ Ketchup, Albany 

Firebirds mascot Spike and Tri-City ValleyCats mascot Southpaw.  
●​ Gala of Giving will take place off campus for the first time since the pandemic on 

Saturday, May 17th at the Edison Downtown in Schenectady.  
●​ Drama Club will present the “Wizard of Oz” in May.  
●​ Families have organized extra events including, paint and potluck, spa night, golf 

outing, and a movie night. A good example of community building amongst the 
families within the school.  

Prayer and Worship update on Lenten/ Easter Planning (Joanne T. ) 

●​ Joint meeting of SGA and SMS January 14: 
○​ Discussed the Triduum at the meeting. 
○​ Finalized Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday Liturgical 

Ministers.  
○​ There will be a collection for palms on February 16th. 
○​ Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 11th. 

Family Promise update (Anna) 

●​ Tabled - will report next month.  

Additional Reports 

●​ None 

3.) Old Business 

**Attachment 2: SMS and SGA Finance Reports** 

●​ SMS Finance update: 
○​ Through the end of December 2024, $36,526 was collected for the Diocesan 

Appeal. 
○​ Current deficit to Diocesan Appeal is $74,933. 
○​ Regular Collection is at $332,991 ($7,509 Deficit). 
○​ Electronic giving- 157 parishioners participate in the electronic giving, three 

new parishioners signed up in January. 

●​ SGA Finance update: 

○​ Current deficit to Diocesan Appeal is $29,796. 
○​ Regular Collections exceeding budgeted figure of $117,180. 

○​ Regular Collection is at $127,678 (for 7/24-2025) 

 

 



Diocesan Appeal Discussion 

●​ Revitalization of finance councils / committees? 
○​ No update as of now. 

●​ Diocesan Appeal education for the spring: 
○​ Diocesan Appeal impact report was recently sent to the church and can be 

found online at: 

https://thediocesanappeal.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/RCDA-Impact-Report-23-24.p
df 

○​ We’ve begun to discuss donating to the Diocesan Appeal at masses. 
○​ Bringing awareness is going to play a crucial role in getting the parishioners 

to understand the importance of donating. 
○​ Diocesan Appeal resources available on their website. 
○​ Discussed placing Diocesan Appeal envelopes in pews, and in the bulletin, 

as well as using the white lattice in the gathering area(SMS) to make an 
informational display.  

○​ Bob DiCostanzo suggested creating a committee to brainstorm ideas for the 
Diocesan Appeal.  

○​ Nancy Moscheo asked if the Bishop or a Diocesan representative could 
come and talk.  

○​ Deacon Tom discussed introducing a monthly or quarterly newsletter - sent 
out via email or text- discussion of collecting information due to having a 
lack of contact information. 

○​ Newsletter discussion will be continued.  
○​ It was suggested to create a thermometer to show progress of Diocesan 

Appeal.  

4.) New Business 

●​ Parish Picnic - September 7, 2025 at noon, Anna is looking for a committee to help 
with planning, watch the bulletin for details.  

5.) Community Events **Attachment 3** 

Women's Club (Joanne R.)  

●​ Very successful Christmas Craft Fair. 65 crafters were in attendance, including 
volunteers from SMS Faith Formation and Mohonasen Honor Society.  

●​ Donations from the Women’s Club - September to Saint Gabriel’s, October to Jean 
Nicole Prince Home, Nov/ Dec to Georgia Pennacchia for the kids at Saint 
Catherine’s.  

●​ All are welcome to the Women's Club. 

Father Jim- SMS hosting Easter Egg hunt on Palm Sunday. The Stevens Family to plan. 

 

https://thediocesanappeal.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/RCDA-Impact-Report-23-24.pdf
https://thediocesanappeal.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/RCDA-Impact-Report-23-24.pdf


6.) Pastor’s Comments- Father Jim 

●​ Tom Cronin will visit us for the March Pastoral Council meeting. He will be 
discussing our pastoral planning and address the Diocesan Appeal crisis, and how 
it may impact our parishes.  

●​ Current focus on Lent, Triduum, and Easter to be held at St. Gabriel’s this year.  

7.) Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rich Leet, seconded by Gaby 
Andrea. 

8.) Closing Prayer was read by everyone.  

Meeting conclude 7:42 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christopher Wertman​  
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