
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES WITH 
CORRECTIONS 

Tuesday, September 2, 2025 - 6:30 PM 
St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish Hall 

 

Attendees:  Gaby Andrea, Fr. James Belogi, Eleanor Bradley, Christine Cioffi, Justine 
Crevatas, Joan Duda, Debbie Fontes, Arthur Foo, Teshia Gutchell, Anna Hartz, Richard 
Leet, Fran Mitchell, Nancy Moscheo, Fr. Anthony Onu, Julius Pasquariello, Alyssa 
Sarrosa, Deacon Tom, Kathleen Riordan, Joanne Russell, Donna Simone, Kelly Sloan, 
Gloria Towle-Hilt, Joanne Tuchovsky, Christopher Wertman 

Excused: Bob DiCostanzo, Betsy Glasser, Nancy Lussier 

1) Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Joanne Russell at 6:32 PM. 

2) Mission Statement (Presented by Gaby) 

Mission of the Pastoral Council of St. Madeleine Sophie and St. Gabriel the 
Archangel: 

●​ Commit to extend our outreach and service to the larger community. 
●​ Welcome and extend hospitality to community members of all ages. 
●​ Ensure participation of the parish community through advisement and cooperation 

with our parish ministries. 
●​ Reinforce the bond of our parishes and our commitment to our Catholic faith. 

Note: Anna Hartz proposed revisiting and updating the Mission Statement (see 
New Business). 

3) Approval of Minutes 

The June Council Meeting minutes were approved on a motion by Gloria and 
seconded by Anna Hartz. Motion carried. 

4) Ministry Updates 

4.1 Christian Service – SMS (Report by Gloria Towle‑Hilt) 



●​ St. John/St. Ann Welcome Table​
• 10–12 parishioners volunteer every 4th Saturday; meals prepared by SMS 
Twinning Ministry.​
• Next service date: September 27. 

●​ Twinning Ministry​
• 5–7 parishioners meet every other month in the Parish Center kitchen to prepare a 
meal for ~100 people on the 4th Saturday.​
• Next cooking date: October (TBD). 

●​ SMS Food Pantry​
• Summer usage: ~6–8 families/week; shelves nearly empty (esp. vegetables, kids’ 
lunch items).​
• Needs: meat, hygiene items, laundry detergent.​
• Plan to meet with Teshia & Georgianna to organize pantry help for Christmas & 
Easter. 

●​ Family Promise​
• One family hosted in July; next host week: October 12–19.​
• Anna planning volunteer training in September/early October.​
• Family Promise Capital Region 10th Anniversary this year; Doors to the Future 
fundraiser October 23 (honoring host/support congregations). 

●​ Red Cross Blood Drive​
• June & August drives exceeded goals; gratitude to parishioners.​
• Next drive: October 13 (Columbus Day). 

●​ Visitation Ministry​
• Project underway to grow outreach to SMS homebound; 8 parishioners currently 
visit and bring Communion. 

●​ Christian Service Brochure​
• Anna & Gloria compiling a brochure (ready this month) listing ministries at SMS 
& SGA with contacts/descriptions.​
• Plan to speak at Masses to encourage participation (weekend TBD). 

4.2 St. Gabriel’s Ministries (Report by Teshia Gutchell) 

●​ Food Pantry Ministry​
• Pantry ~50% filled.​
• Net membership change: −1 (lost 3, added 2) → 11 members total.​
• Collaboration with SMS continues. 

●​ Hospitality Ministry​
• October 5, 2025 launches the first Hospitality Sunday of the season.​
• September Hospitality Sunday was canceled due to the holiday.​
• Family Promise Ministry will promote/host the first Hospitality Sunday. 



●​ St. Gabriel’s Faith & Spiritual Study Group​
• Successful, thought‑provoking summer meetings.​
• Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 12:30 PM, Room 8, St. Gabriel’s School building. 

●​ Women’s Club Ministry​
• First meeting: Wednesday, September 10, 2025, 6:30 PM (School Gym).​
• Thereafter 2nd Wednesdays, 6:30 PM. 

●​ Bus Trip to Lancaster, PA​
• Sight & Sound Theater, Noah.​
• Need 10 more reservations to proceed.​
• Trip dates: October 7–8.​
• Contact: Joanne Russell (518‑377‑7393). 

●​ Family Promise​
• Next host week October (dates TBA); Anna to provide details. 

4.3 Prayer & Worship – SGA (Report by Joanne T.) 

●​ Committee met Tuesday, August 12, 2025; reviewed Holy Days/Solemnities and 
pre‑Mass setup needs. 

●​ St. Gabriel Feast Day: Sunday, September 28. Verbal announcements the weekends 
of September 14 and 21.​
Hospitality after both Masses (sponsored by Prayer & Worship Committee). 

●​ All Saints’ Day (Saturday) – not a holy day of obligation this year. Father will 
confirm Mass times; likewise for All Souls’ Day (Sunday). 

●​ Recommend sponsoring Hospitality on Sunday, November 2. 
●​ Triduum 2026 will be held at St. Madeleine Sophie (Cycle A). 
●​ Feast of the Assumption of Mary (Friday, August 15) attendance:​

• 12:15 PM: 95 (last year 172)​
• 5:30 PM: 74 (last year 77)​
Note: Lower attendance likely due to hot weather and loss of air conditioning at 
SGA. 

4.4 Faith Formation (Report by Donna/Terri) 

●​ Registrations 2025–26: 117 total youth (Grades 1–11) as of September 2:​
• SMS: 105​
• St. Gabriel’s: 21​
Anticipate increased registrations in September as families finalize schedules; 
target is to approximately double before classes begin in early October. 

●​ Vacation Bible School (36th year): August 11–15 at SMS.​
• 89 campers; 40+ youth/adult volunteers/staff.​
• Theme: True North (trusting Jesus); collections for SMS Food Pantry and 



Operation Kid 2 Kid (winter coats for kids in Alaska).​
• Director Carolyn Kelly highlighted lessons on relying on God, Jesus, the Blessed 
Mother, and the Holy Spirit as our “true north.” 

●​ Confirmation:​
• Sacrament: Tuesday, November 18, 6:30 PM at SMS; ~35 candidates.​
• Retreat: Sunday, October 19 at SMS. 

●​ OCIA (formerly RCIA): Begins Wednesday, September 24, 6:30 PM, SMS Church 
Meeting Room; four unbaptized inquirers to date. 

●​ Jr. High & High School FF: Begins Sunday, October 19 at the St. Gabriel’s School 
Building. 

●​ Called to Serve Family Sunday: Sunday, November 16, 2:00 PM at St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Parish Center (2216 Rosa Road, Schenectady). 

●​ Adult Bible Study (Acts of the Apostles):​
• 11‑lesson Little Rock Scripture Study (Scripture, commentary, study questions, 
video).​
• Mondays, 6:30 PM, St. Gabriel’s Faith Formation Building.​
• Sign‑up sheets located in gathering areas at SMS, St. Gabriel’s, and Queen of 
Peace. 

4.5 School Report – St. Madeleine Sophie (Report by Kelly Sloan) 

●​ First Day of School: Thursday, September 4 – full day for Pre‑K3, Pre‑K4, and 
K–5.​
Universal Free Meals (NYS) available to all Pre‑K–5 students this year. 

●​ Staffing: Welcome Miss Alanna Hull (1st Grade) and Mrs. Ana Conboy (Pre‑K 
Spanish). Seeking a K–5 Spanish teacher 1 day/week (contact Kelly Sloan). 

●​ HSA & Events: Fall Sale (mums, corn stalks, pumpkins) launched; info to appear 
in bulletin/social media.​
Back‑to‑School Ice Cream Social this Friday evening.​
SMS Color Run on September 26 (major fundraiser). 

●​ Enrollment Growth: Up 4% year‑over‑year (highest in five years). 191 students 
total.​
Breakdown:​
• Pre‑K3: 26 (2 classrooms)​
• UPK4: 18 (1 classroom)​
• SMS Pre‑K4: 40 (2 classrooms)​
• K: 24​
• 1: 22​
• 2: 10​
• 3: 22​



• 4: 17​
• 5: 12 

●​ Prayer & Support: Continued prayers for Annunciation Catholic School 
community. Staff reviewed Emergency Plan (common language for student safety).​
Staff retreat at Dominican Retreat House tomorrow to prepare spiritually and 
emotionally for the year. 

●​ Faculty & Staff: 33 teachers/assistants/support/volunteers ready to welcome 
students. 

●​ Catholic Identity: Grades 1–5 attend Tuesday daily Mass; classes rotate assisting at 
monthly Masses; parish family liturgies at Saturday 4 PM and Sunday 9 AM (two 
per year).​
Opening Mass: Sept 16, 9:00 AM (commissioning 5th‑grade leaders). 

●​ Continuous Improvement Focus:​
• Writing development (Pre‑K–5).​
• Math fluency (fact memorization) with family partnership.​
• Increased family engagement & extracurriculars (K–5).​
• Strengthening school–parish collaboration. 

4.6 Music (Report by Justine) 

●​ Rehearsal schedule and Mass schedule set for the year. 
●​ Youth Choir: sings at 9:00 AM Mass once/month. 
●​ Adult Choir: sings at 4:00 PM Mass on those dates. 
●​ Cantor rehearsals: ongoing every six weeks. 
●​ Advent Service: Sunday, December 7, 4:00 PM. 
●​ Guilderland Interfaith Council meeting at Christ the King, September 9, to plan 

Advent season. 

4.7 Finance & Administration (Report by Fr. Jim & Kathleen) 

●​ Collections: Up at SMS; donations are down for 2024–2025. 
●​ See attached financial reports. 

5) Old Business 

5.1 2024–2025 Diocesan Appeal – Updates & New Assessment (Fr. Jim & Kathleen) 

Saint Gabriel the Archangel 

●​ Final 2024–25: Assessment $42,028; Collected $24,352.12; Owed $17,675.88. 
●​ 2025–26 Assessment: $41,693. 



Saint Madeleine Sophie 

●​ Final 2024–25: Assessment $111,459; Collected $90,415.80; Paid from Operating 
$21,043.02. 

●​ 2025–26 Assessment: $96,459; Collected as of 9/1/25: $4,141.28. 

Attachments: Diocesan Appeal reports (on file). 

5.2 2025 Parish Picnic (Report by Anna) 

●​ Date/Time/Place: Sunday, September 7, 2025, 12:00 PM, Tawasentha Park.​
Set‑up: begins 10:30 AM. 

●​ Registrations (as of 9/2): SGA 13, SMS 54, OLQP 15, St. Margaret’s 0 → Total 82 
(≈50 fewer than last year).​
Additional reservations from the 8/31 7 PM Mass not included. 

●​ Logistics: Extra food planned for walk‑ins; name tags will be available per prior 
feedback. 

●​ Thanks to the committee: Colleen & Pat Stevens, Teshia Gutchell, Pat Slavick, 
Joanne Russell, Betsy Glasser, Dom & Janet D’Arangelis. 

●​ Recommendation: Considering moving the picnic back to summer (June/July) and 
possibly returning to St. Madeleine’s due to increased pavilion cost at the park. 

6) New Business 

●​ Sign‑ups opened for Opening/Closing Prayer and Ministry Reports (routing sheet 
circulated). 

●​ Mission Statement Review: Anna Hartz proposed updating the Mission Statement 
to reflect current priorities and parish collaboration; to be discussed at the next 
meeting with draft language. 

7) Community Events & Devotions 

●​ Bus Trip to Lancaster, PA: Sight & Sound Noah, October 7–8; 10 more 
reservations needed. Contact Joanne Russell (518‑377‑7393). 

●​ October Rosary at SMS: Rosary to be prayed after each Mass throughout October.​
• Training session: Thursday, September 25, 6:30 PM. 

8) Pastor’s Comments (Fr. Jim) 

●​ Parish meetings to be held at each parish (OLQP, SMS, SGA, St. Margaret’s), 
followed by a combined pastoral council meeting across the network parishes. 

●​ Diocese Personnel: Tom Cronin has resigned; final day September 26. 



●​ Diocesan Jubilee Event: Saturday, September 20, at Saint Matthew’s, 8:30 
AM–2:00 PM; Father encourages attendance (flyers available in church). 

9) Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Fran Mitchell; seconded by Teshia Gutchell. Motion carried. 

Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 PM. 

10) Closing Prayer 

All present. 

Meeting adjourned: 7:42 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,​
Christopher Wertman 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Christopher Wertman​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Attachments 
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