
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes  
Tuesday, September 8, 2026-6:30PM 

Saint Gabriel the Archangel Parish Hall  
 
Attendees: Stephen Adiletta, Gaby Andrea, Fr. James Belogi, Terri Bouchard, Christine Cioffi, 
Justine Crevatas, Jim Dillon, Joan Duda, Arthur Foo, Teshia Gutchell, Anna Hartz, Fr. Walter 
Ihejirika, Rich Leet, Nancy Moscheo, Ann Pawkik, Dcn. Thomas Poznanski, Kathleen Riordan, 
Joanne Russell, Donna Simone, Kelly Sloan, Colleen Stevens, Jason Thompson, Killian 
Thompson, Gloria Towle-Hilt, Joanne Tuchorsky 
 
Excused: Debbie Fontes, Christopher Wertman, Betsy Glasser  
 
Meeting was called to order by Gaby Andrea at 6:34. 
 
Gaby Andrea began the meeting and Father Belogi did the opening prayer and introduced new 
members. An election was held and the Chair for Saint Madeleine Sophie Parish is Gaby Andrea, 
the Vice Chair is Anna Hartz, the Chair for Saint Gabriel the Archangel Parish is Joanne Russell.  
 

1.​ Approval of Minutes 
June minutes were reviewed by all and were approved by Tesha Gutchell and seconded by Jason 
Thompson. Motion carried.  
 

2.​ Ministry Updates  
 
Christian Service Report-Gloria Towle-Hilt  
See attached report  
 
Christian Service Report-Teshia Gutchell (SGA) 

●​ The food pantry experienced a drought in the month of July  
●​ The first Sunday for hospitality will be Sunday October 4th  

 
Prayer & Worship-Joanne Tuchorsky 
See attached report 

●​ October 3, 2026 is the Blessing of the Animals at SGA  
 
The Liturgy Team did not meet in August-there is nothing to report for this meeting  
 
 
 
 



SMS/SGA Music Ministry-Justine Crevatas  
●​ Joint choirs will be rehearsing on Wednesdays at 6:30PM 
●​ The Youth Choir will be singing at the 9AM mass once a month and rehearse on Sundays 

from 5:30-6:15 two times a month 
●​ The SMS choir sings at the 4PM mass  
●​ Joint Cantor rehearsals will take place between the SMS and the SGA cantors moving 

forward 
●​ Christmas and Easter rehearsals will include SGA 
●​ The Advent Carols at CTK will be on Sunday December 6th 2026 at 4PM and we are 

meeting next Thursday at 1PM to begin planning 
●​ Fr. Belogi stated that we are planning on continuing the network for the Triduum again 

this year  
Faith Formation- Terri Bouchard 

●​ Terri will be retiring on September 18, 2026 and will only be Donna moving forward, and 
will need help on Thursdays 

●​ Steven is one of our new catechists and will begin teaching 4th grade  
●​ Religion classes begin for SMS on October 1, 2026 and Tuesday September 29, 2026 for 

SGA  
●​ Low enrollment was reported and there is hope that more students will be enrolled  
●​ 135 total students for grades 1-11 for combined parishes  
●​ There is need for catechists for the high school students  
●​ Confirmation will be on December 1, 2026 at SMS at 6:30PM there are 42 children and 2 

adults making their confirmation this year  
●​ OCIA will meet September 16, 2026 at SMS there are 10 interested, 6 from SMS and 4 

from OLQP.  
●​ Call to Serve will take place at Saint Paul’s in Schenectady on November 8, 2026 from 

2-4PM and registration is required.  
 
School Report-Kelly Sloan 

●​ Family Sunday for SGA and SMS maybe after mass, maybe more class centered and less 
event like  

●​ Faculty and staff had their professional development before the beginning of the school 
year, and there is a new 4th grade teacher  

●​ Dr. Joy G. is beginning to work with staff and there is a Fr. Kenneth Doyle Scholarship  
●​ The Dominican Retreat House has made a return and will be working within Tommy 

DePaola  
●​ Reported that Pre-K-5 is full and the first day of school is September 9, 2026 with 191 

students coming to school  
●​ The students have their garden in the back of the school and will continue to see where 

their food comes from  



●​ On September 11, 2026 Joanne O’Hara will lead the Rosary after 9AM mass in the 
Rosary Garden for the students to remember 9/11/01 

●​ There is an accreditation visit at the end of October to showcase what they are doing in 
the school  

●​ There will be a celebration for Terri at noon on Sunday  
 
Finance and Administration-Fr. Belogi and Kathleen Riordan  

●​ Shirley Belouin from SGA accounting last day was September 3, 2026  
●​ Tom Tegiaccchi has become the SGA book keeper and will be helping with bills and 

paychecks for staff.  
●​ Fr. Belogi stated that he was not ready to make a financial report for the Bishop and the 

Bishop has not said anything further about this 
●​ The bankruptcy payments are due September 15, 2026 from all parishes in the Albany 

Diocese, Fr stated that he is looking for answers about this for SMS and SGA however 
there has been no response from the Diocese and there is a meeting with attorneys on 
September 24, 2026 

●​ Over the summer SGA had a meeting to try to formulate a finance decision but Edith 
Bray told them that she was unable to continue her position on the steering committee 

●​ Father stated that he plans to have another meeting in the fall, but he needs further 
instruction from the Bishop  

●​ Father stated that SGA is 6 months behind in paying staff and is not paying employees 
and SMS has been paying them for SGA.  

●​ SGA fell short with the Diocesan Appeal and Father believes that SGA is not sustainable  
●​ SMS and SGA will have to borrow the money in order to pay for the settlement, and 

stated that for SGA the debt could be compounded and will continue to grow, the debt 
could be paid through the selling of property  

●​ Father said that SGA’s debt could go to SMS and that SMS has more potential and 
meeting their expenses. Additionally, SMS could pay debt through the selling of property 
and there is no restrictions  

●​ There is legal discussion for property that SMS owns, the town meeting about the land 
sale states that there is an open issue on possible restrictions on selling the property, and 
it would strictly cover the land.  

●​ The anniversary for SGA to celebrate its history will wait until the spring  
 
4. Old Business-Kathleen Riordan and Anna Hartz  
 
2025-2026 Diocesan Appeal Update and New Assessment-Kathleen Riordan  

●​ SGA had an assessment for the 2025 appeal for $41,693 and collected $27, 029.75 and 
reached 65% of the assessment with a shortfall of $14,663.25.  



●​ SMS had an assessment for the 2025 appeal for $96,459 and collected $97,740.30 and 
reached 101.3% of the assessment and was over the assessment by $1,281.30 and 
received a rebate of $640.65 from the Diocese.  

●​ The 2026-2027 Diocesan Appeal Assessment for SMS is $91,801 which is a decrease of 
$4,658 from the previous assessment.  

●​ Kathleen said that she did not have the updated appeal assessment for SGA yet  
 
Parish Picnic Update-Anna Hartz 

●​ The picnic will be on September 20, 2026 at Tawasentha Park in Guilderland at 12PM 
●​ Anna predicted that there will be about 50-60 people between SMS and SGA  
●​ The committee finalized what is needed and there will be no ice cream truck  

 
6. Community Events  

●​ Justine stated that NPM chapter of Albany is hosting the Bishop on October 2 at Christ 
Our Light  

●​ Anna stated that on September 18, 2026 Christ Child Society is having a fundraiser 
through Panera in Mohawk Commons from 4-8, a coupon is needed, and on October 3, 
2026 at noon Christ Child Society is having their baby shower.  
 

 
7. Pastor’s Comments  
 
8. Adjournment-Gaby Andrea 
 
Motion to adjourn by Jim Dillon seconded by Jason Thompson. Motion carried.  

●​ Gaby stated that the next Pastoral Council Meeting is on Tuesday October 6, 2026 and 
the opening prayer will be her, and the closing prayer will be Anna Hartz. The report will 
be from the SMS School.  

8. Closing Prayer 
Read by all  
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:30PM  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gabrielle Andrea   
 
 
 
 
 



Reports 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 


